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APPLICATION: 2011-2016 FORD EXPLORER 
APP PART # 65-1235 

CLASS III RECEIVER HITCH 

ITEM QUANTITY DESCRIPTION TOOLS NEEDED 

1 1 CLASS III RECEIVER ASSY 18MM SOCKET 

2 6 M12 SPLIT LOCK WASHER RATCHET 

3 6 M12 FLAT WASHER TORQUE WRENCH 

4 4 M12 X 40MM HEX CAP SCREWS 17MM WRENCH 

5 2 M12 X 30MM HEX CAP SCREWS 18MM WRENCH 

6 2 M10 NYLON INSERT - LOCK NUT 

7 2 M10 FLAT WASHERS 

INSTRUCTIONS 

AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS, INC. 

San Dimas, Ca 

1. Remove contents from box, verify if all parts listed are present and free from damage. Carefully read and understand all  instruc-

tions before attempting installation.

Failure to identify damage before installation could lead to a rejection of any claim.

2. To ease installation, the rear portion of the exhaust system should be dropped. This can be accomplished by removing the three

rear rubber exhaust hangers. A strap of some kind should be used on a forward portion of the exhaust to provide support to pre-

vent damage. FIGURE 1

3. The original exhaust hanger brackets must be removed from the uni-body channels. These will not be re-used once the hitch is

installed. FIGURE 2

4. With assistance, raise the hitch assembly to the uni-body channels. Use the provided M12 x 40mm hex cap screws, split lock

washers, and flat washers to fasten the bottom flanges to the vehicle channel. FIGURE 3

5. Use the provided M12 x 30mm hex cap screws with the remaining M12 split lock washers and flat washers to fasten the vertical

mounting holes to the vehicle channels. FIGURE 3

6. Align the hitch assembly as desired then torque all M12 hex cap screws to 75-80 lbs-ft. The exhaust can not be reattached to the

vehicle. Use the existing rubber isolators to mount the exhaust to the exhaust mounts provided on the hitch assembly. Use the

provided M10 nyloc nuts and flat washers to secure the rubber hangers to the hitch assembly. Only tighten until the flat washer

makes contact with the rubber isolator. FIGURE 4, 5

CARE INSTRUCTIONS 

 BLACK FINISHES SHOULD BE CLEANED WITH MILD SOAP AND WATER

WARNING: Never exceed the capacity ratings shown on the receiver hitch or the tow vehicle. See your vehicle’s 
owners guide for towing guidelines. 

NOTICE: This product complies with all safety specifications and requirements defined for V.E.S.C. regulation V-5 & SAE J684 

https://www.carid.com/westin-automotive/
https://www.carid.com/trailer-hitches.html
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FIGURE 1 

FIGURE 2 

FIGURE 3 

FIGURE 5 

REAR OF VEHICLE 

REAR OF VEHICLE 

FIGURE 4 

ITEM 5, 2, 3 

ITEM 4, 2, 3 

INSTALLATION COMPLETE 




