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Spark Plug Kits
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Here's what you'll need for tools:
• A pair of medium-size wire cutters
• A pair of pliers
• A special spark plug terminal crimping tool

How-To: Cut and Loom Your Own Spark Plug Wires to the Perfect Length

Typical Plug Wire Crimping Tool

Start by cutting the plug wires to length and installing the new 
terminals. 

If you want, go ahead and snap it onto the distributor so you 
can see how they fit.

Now, with your plug wires loomed up, and your terminals 
ready, you can mock up the wires on the distributor cap and 
cut them to length. In image 3, the left wire (which I'm holding) 
is going to the "bottom" exposed post, and the wire right next 
to it is going to the above post. Use your wire cutters to cut the 
plug wire about ½" past the terminal.

Put the cut wire in your crimping tool, and strip off the 
insulation using the cutting part of the tool with the hole in it.

Once the insulation is stripped, it will expose the actual wire 
that conducts spark to your spark plugs. Refer to image 5.

Now fold that wire back over onto the insulated part of the 
plug wire. Put the new terminal loosely on the end. I always 
"pinch" the new terminal a little bit with some pliers first - but 
only just enough so that it is snug and will hold itself onto the 
plug wire. Refer to image 6.
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You can re-check your fitment by mocking up the plug wire on 
your distributor. Make adjustments as necessary.

Once you're satisfied with the fit, go ahead and put the end of 
the wire with the terminal into your crimping tool. The closed 
end is on the bottom of the tool with the round surface, and 
the open end goes up toward the part of the tool with the 
small point in the middle.

Now just squeeze the handle on the tool to crimp.

All you have to do now is put the rubber boot back on with the 
open end of the terminal pointed toward the open end of the 
boot. Make sure you get it lined up right before pushing it back 
into the boot. Sometimes a quick spray of WD40 can make 
them go in easier.

Now just repeat that seven more times for the plug wires, and 
twice on the ignition coil wire (both ends) and you're done!

https://www.carid.com/ignition-systems.html
https://www.carid.com/vintage-parts/
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