
Troubleshooting
Disc Brakes: Rotors
Don’t Cause Most
Rotor Problems

T roubleshooting a disc brake
rotor problem can be tr icky if
you assume the rotor is the cul-
pr it. I n many cases, the root of
the pr oblem is anything, but
the rotor. T he good thing is that, in most cases, the rotor
itself can reveal where the trouble really lies. H ere are
some troubleshooting tips that will help you screen and
identify other possible causes.

Problem: Cracked pot/hat
V i s i ble c lues : Disc pot cracked near a wheel bolt.
P oss i ble cause: B olt(s) improper ly press-fitted.
S olu t i on : P ress-fit bolts in accordance with manufactur -
er ’s data.

Problem: Judder and noise
V i s i ble c lues :
• Overheating marks on outside of fr iction r ing; and
• Pad mater ial deposits and cracks.
P oss i ble causes : J ammed bushings and guide.
S olu t i on s : R eplace bushings and guides or complete
caliper set, if necessary.

Problem: Judder
V i s i ble c lue: E xcessive heat marks on fr iction r ing.
P oss i ble causes :
• Overheating due to excessive brak ing;
• B rake not releasing;
• P istons jammed or rusted solid in caliper ;
• Pads jammed in caliper ; and
• S tiff guide.
S olu t i ons : Check caliper s for free movement / I nspect
pads and bushings / Check for residual pressure in system
/ Advise customer not to overstrain brakes.

Problem: Judder and shimmy
V i s i ble c lue: H eat bluing on both sides of fr iction r ing
after very little use.
P oss i ble causes :
• I nadequate bedding-in;
• Overstraining of brakes;
• R esidual pressure in system;
• P istons jammed or rusted solid in caliper ;
• Pads jammed in caliper ; and
• S tiff guide.
S olu t i ons : I nspect hydraulic system /Advise customer on
possible overstraining / Follow proper bedding-in and op-
erating instructions.

Problem: Judder, shimmy and noise
V i s i ble c lue: L ayer of rust on fr iction r ing is lifting.
P oss i ble causes :
• An extended service life has resulted in a badly rusted
disc; and
• Water damage.
S olu ti ons :
• Check caliper channel and the pads for free movement;
and
• L ightly grease caliper and pad contact sur faces.

AT E P remiumOne Disc
B r a k e R ot or s a r e engi -
neered to help reduce brake
fade, which can cause dr iv-
e r s t o ov e r s t r a i n t h e
brakes. T he rotors also re-
duce overheating and noise
via a patented groove that
dissipates heat and gases
and disperses dir t and water.

http://www.carid.com/ate/
http://www.carid.com/brakes.html

